
 
 

 

 

 

 

The thing about having lots of 

old embroidered tray cloths 

(and, yes, I use them) is that 

they bring on a compulsion to 

knit tea cosies to match each 

and every one. 
 

 

 

This cosy is knitted in a thick slip stitch pattern which helps keep 

the tea hot. It comes in two sizes, to fit a standard three or six cup 

pot. My teapots are a traditional English shape; the smaller one is 

about 10 cm tall and 38 cm all round (4" and 15") while the big 

one is 14 cm tall and 50 cm round (5½" and 20"). 

 

Yarn and needles 

 

The tea cosies were knitted with Stylecraft Special DK (295 m / 

100g) and 4mm / US size 6 needles. I worked to a tension of about 

11 stitches and 15 rows to 5 cm / 2"², using stocking stitch. You 

will need about 20g of the main colour for the small cosy and 30g 

for the bigger one. The stripes and flowers use 5g or less of either 

six or eight colours, depending on which size you are making. 

 

The colours I used for my cosies are listed below, working 

clockwise from the green at the top. I used Cream for my main 

colour. 

 

Frankie’s Knitted Stuff 

Pretty Tea Cosy 



 

Meadow 

Fondant 

Plum 

Cloud Blue* 

Pomegranate 

Wisteria 

Aster 

Lemon*     *Big cosy only 

 

 

The instructions that follow are for the small cosy with variations 

for the big cosy in brackets. Two identical pieces are knitted for the 

cosy and then sewn together.  

 

Using the main yarn and the long tail method cast on 41 (51) stitches. 

Work four (six) rows in single rib: 

 

Row 1: K1, *P1, K1, repeat from * to end. 

Row 2: P1, *K1, P1, repeat from * to end. 

 

Now begin working the slip stitch pattern. 

M is the main yarn and C refers to the colours, each eight row 

pattern repeat is worked with a different contrast colour. All slipped 

stitches should be slipped purlwise with the yarn held at the back of 

the work. 

 

Row 1: C K1, *sl 1, K1, repeat from * to end. 

Row 2: C K1, *sl 1, K1, repeat from * to end. 

Row 3: C Knit. 

Row 4: C K1, P to last st, K1. 

 

The next four rows are a variation on the first four. 

 

 



Row 5: M K2, *sl 1, K1, repeat from * to last st, K1. 

Row 6: M K2, *sl 1, K1, repeat from * to last st, K1. 

Row 7: M Knit. 

Row 8: M K1, P to last st, K1. 

 

That’s one colour stripe done. Now change to a different colour for 

the second stripe while keeping the same main colour. Continue 

like this until you have worked six (eight) colour stripes in all, 

ending with Row 6 on the last one. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The width of the knitting should be about 16.5 cm / 6½" (19 cm / 

7½"). If it is very different from this, try again with different size 

needles. 

 

Shaping the Top 

 

The top of the cosy is knitted in the main colour only. As the 

shaping is different for the two sizes, instructions are given 

separately. 

 

Small Cosy 

 

Row 1: (K1, K2tog, K1) 5 times, K1, (K1, K2tog, K1) 5 times (31 sts). 

Row 2: Purl. 

Row 3: K1, K2tog, *K2, K2tog, K3, K2tog,  

repeat from * to last st, K1 (24 sts) 

Row 4: Purl. 

Row 5: *K1, K2tog, repeat from * to end (16 sts). 

Row 6: Purl. 



Row 7: *K2tog, repeat from * to end (8 sts). 

 

Now, beginning with a purl row, work seven rows in stocking 

stitch. This section will roll to the right side to fit round the knob 

on the teapot lid. 

Cast off. 

 

Big Cosy 

 

Row 1: (K3, K2tog) 5 times, K1, (K3, K2tog) 5 times (41 sts). 

Row 2: Purl. 

Row 3: (K1, K2tog, K1) 5 times, K1, (K1, K2tog, K1) 5 times (31 sts). 

Row 4: Purl. 

Row 5: K1, K2tog, *K2, K2tog, K3, K2tog,  

repeat from * to last st, K1 (24 sts) 

 

Beginning with a purl row, work five rows in stocking stitch. 

 

Next row: *K2tog, repeat from * to end (12 sts). 

 

Work another nine rows in stocking stitch, again starting with a purl 

row. 

Cast off. 

 

Sewing the cosy together 

 

When you have made the two pieces, they need to be sewn together, 

leaving gaps for the handle and spout of the teapot. It is easiest to do 

this by fitting the cover on the teapot as you go but, if you don’t 

have a teapot to measure the cosy against, try the following 

measurements. 

 

 

 

 



Small Cosy 

 

Join the bottom 2.5 cm on the spout side and 3 cm on the handle 

side. This is to the top of the first colour stripe or just above. Then 

join the top 6 cm on the spout side and 5 cm on the handle side – to 

the top of the fourth and fifth colour stripe respectively. 

 

Big Cosy 

 

Join the bottom 4 cm on the spout side and 3 cm on the handle side  

(to the top of the second and first stripes). Then join the top 7 cm on 

the spout side and 6 cm on the handle side. This is to the top of the 

sixth and seventh colour stripe respectively. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 

 

It looks quite pretty as it is but I added some of my fat flowers to 

the top, six little ones for the small cosy and eight slightly bigger 

ones for the big one. 

 

Small Flowers 

 

Using the cable method, cast on six stitches. 

 

Row 1: (Kf&b) six times (12 sts). 

Row 2: Purl. 

Row 3: (K1, kf&b) six times (18 sts). 

Row 4: Purl. 



That’s one side of the flower done. The next two rows make the 

eyelets round the edge which shape the petals. 

 

Row 5: (K1, yf, K2tog) six times. 

Row 6: Purl. 

 

Now decrease for the second side of the flower. 

 

Row 7: (K1, K2tog) six times (12 sts). 

Row 8: Purl. 

Row 9: (K2tog) six times (6 sts). 

 

With the purl side facing you, cast off purlwise, leaving a long tail. 

 

Sew up the side seam, giving you a lantern shape. Now flatten your 

shape out so that the two holes are on top of each other and pass 

your needle up through both holes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Around the edge of your circle will be the six eyelets; these mark 

the lines between the petals. Take your needle over the edge at one 

of these eyelets and back up through the centre holes. Pull the yarn 

tight to pull the edge of the petal in and then go over the next 

eyelet. Continue like this all round the circle until you have marked 

all six petals. Remember to pull the yarn tight each time. When 

you have gone all the way round, make a small stitch to hold the 

tension. 

 

 



Add a button to the centre of each flower 

and they’re ready to sew on to the tea 

cosy.  

I found it easiest to do this with the cosy 

on the teapot. 

 

Big Flowers 

 

Using the cable method, cast on six stitches. 

 

Row 1: (Kf&b) six times (12 sts). 

Row 2: Purl. 

Row 3: (K1, kf&b) six times (18 sts). 

Row 4: Purl. 

Row 5: (K2, kf&b) six times (24 sts). 

Row 6: Purl. 

 

That’s one side of the flower done. The next two rows make the 

eyelets round the edge which shape the petals. 

 

Row 7: (K2, yf, K2tog) six times. 

Row 8: Purl. 

 

Now decrease for the second side of the flower. 

 

Row 9: (K2, K2tog) six times (18 sts). 

Row 10: Purl. 

Row 11: (K1, K2tog) six times (12 sts). 

Row 12: Purl. 

Row 13: (K2tog) six times (6 sts). 

 

With the purl side facing you, cast off purlwise, leaving a long tail. 

Sew the flower up in the same way as for the smaller flowers. 
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Abbreviations 

 

st / sts   stitch / stitches 

K   knit 

P   purl 

sl 1 slip one stitch, in this pattern slip stitches purlwise with 

the yarn held at the back of the work. 

K2tog knit two stitches together 

kf&b knit into the front and back of the stitch 

yf yarn forward (as if to purl) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© Frankie Brown, 2014. 
My patterns are for personal use only and should not be used to knit items for sale.  

Please do not use them for teaching purposes without my permission. 


