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☼   Sunray Shawl ☼ 
by dunkelgrün. 

 
	  
	  

	  
	   	  

This pattern is perfect for a 100 g skein of handspun yarn in 
sport to fingering weight (approx. 370 m) lying around in your 
stash! It has a wide wingspan and a semicircular shape. The 
decorative yarn-overs are arranged to resemble sunrays and the 
picot edge gives a playful, feminine finish. 
 
You can use any other yarn weight together with a matching 
needle size. You can use more yarn and continue knitting until 
you like the size. My prototype with 370 m of fingering weight 
yarn has a wingspan of ca. 165 cm. 

Materials : 
Yarn – 100 g / 370 m (14 wpi, sport to fingering weight). 
You can use any yarn weight you like, just make sure you have at least 350-
370 m of it. 
Needles – 4.5 mm long circular knitting needles for Fingering weight 
yarn, or any needle size that gives a fabric you like. 
Gauge –  is not really important. In my shawl it was 16st x 30rows = 10 x 
10 cm (after blocking). 
 
18 stitch markers. I recommend three different colors: 6 markers in each 
color. 
Knitting techniques: knit, purl, yarn over, decreases, cast on / bind off. 
This pattern is suitable for beginners – first-time shawl knitters, first-time 
“lace” knitters, and first-time picot bind-off knitters as well J 
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To help you keep track of the stitch count, a little table is provided after 
each pattern row showing the number of stitches you should have between 
each stitch marker. 
 
Cast On and Set-up 
 
Garter Tab Cast On: CO 3 sts and knit 6 rows. Knit the 7th row (WS), but 
don’t turn to the RS after the 3rd stitch. Instead, turn your little rectangle 
90°, and pick up and k3 sts along the side. Again, turn the rectangle 90°, 
and pick up and k3 sts along the cast-on edge. Now you have 9 sts on your 
needles. Turn to RS to work the set up. 
 
Set up: 
RS: k3, yo, k1, m1R, k1, m1L, k1, yo, k3. (13 sts) 
WS: k3, yo, p to last 3 st, yo, k3. (15 sts) 
RS: k3, yo, k4, m1R, k1, m1L, k4, yo, k3. (19 sts) 
WS: k3, yo, p to last 3 st, yo, k3. (21 sts) 
RS: k3, yo, k7, m1R, k1, m1L, k7, yo, k3. (25 sts) 
WS: k3, yo, p4, pm, p2, pm, p2, pm, p3, pm, p2, pm, p2, pm, p4, yo, k3.  
(27 sts) 
 
The six markers placed now are marking the central yarn-over increases 
throughout the project. In the pattern they will be labeled in red.  
 
  

Abbreviations 
k = knit, p = purl 
st(s) = stitch(es), RS = right side, WS = wrong side 
M1L, M1R = make one left, make one right 
yo = yarn over 
pm = place stitch marker; m = stitch marker 
slm = slip stitch marker from left to right needle 
bef = before 
k2tog = knit two together 
ssk = slip slip knit 
CO = cast on, BO = bind off 
*instructions* 3x = this means, you repeat the instructions 
between the two asterisks for a total of three times. 
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Section 1 
Row 1 (RS): k3, yo, *k to m, yo, slm* 3x; *k to m, slm, yo* 3x; k to last 3 
sts, yo, k3. 
Row 2 (WS): k3, yo, p to last 3 sts, yo, k3. 
Row 3 (RS): k3, yo, k to last 3 sts, yo, k3. 
Row 4 (WS): like Row 2. 
Row 5 (RS): like Row 3. 
Row 6 (WS): like Row 2. 
 
Repeat rows 1-6 for a total of 8 times, ending with a Row 6. (171 sts). 
 
Section 2 
Row 7 (RS): k3, yo, k to 12 sts bef first m,  
k2tog, yo, pm  
*k to m, yo, slm* 3x 
*k to m, slm, yo* 3x 
k10, pm, yo, ssk 
k to last 3 st, yo, k3. (179 sts) 
 

 
 
The markers labeled in blue are marking sunray yarn-overs added on the sides 
throughout the pattern. Keep in mind that they are accompanied by a decrease. 
 
Rows 8-12: Repeat rows 2-6. (189 sts) 
 
Section 3 
Row 13 (RS): k3, yo, k to 13 st bef first m 
k2tog, yo, pm 
k to 2 st bef m, k2tog, yo, slm 
*k to m, yo, slm* 3x 
*k to m, slm, yo* 3x 
k to m, slm, yo, ssk 
k9, pm, yo, ssk 
k to last 3 st, yo, k3. (197 sts) 
 

 
 
Rows 14-18: Repeat rows 2-6. (207 sts)	  
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Section 4 
Row 19 (RS): k3, yo, k6 
*yo, k2tog* 17x 
k to 8 st bef m 
k2tog, yo, pm 
*k to 2 st bef m, k2tog, yo, slm* 2x 
*k5, k2tog, yo, pm; k to m, yo, slm* 3x 
*k to m, slm, yo, k5, pm, yo, ssk* 3x 
*k to m, slm, yo, ssk* 2x 
k4, pm, yo, ssk 
k4 
*ssk, yo* 17x  
k6, yo, k3. (215 sts) 
 

 
 
The green stitch markers are marking sunray yarn-overs added in between the 
main rays. They are also accompanied by a decrease. 
  
Rows 20-24: Repeat Rows 2-6. (225 sts) 
 
Section 5 
Row 25 (RS): k3, yo, k6  
*yo, k2tog* 18x 
{*k to 2 st bef m,  k2tog, yo, slm* 4x 
*k to m, yo, slm, k to 2 st bef m, k2tog, yo, slm* 2x  
k to m, yo, slm 
*k to m, slm, yo, k to m, slm, yo, ssk* 3x  
*k to m, slm, yo, ssk* 3x}  
k8  
*ssk, yo* 18x,  
k6, yo, k3. (233 sts) 
 

 
 
Rows 26-30: Repeat Rows 2-6. (243 sts) 
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Section 6 
Row 31 (RS): k3, yo, k6  
*yo, k2tog* 19x 
work section between { and } from Row 25 
k12 
*ssk, yo* 19x  
k6, yo, k3. (251 sts) 
 
Rows 32-36: Repeat Rows 2-6. (261 sts) 
 
Section 7 
Row 37 (RS): k3, yo, k6 
*yo, k2tog* 20x 
work section between { and } from Row 25 
k16 
*ssk, yo* 20x 
k6, yo, k3. (269 sts) 
 
Rows 38-42: Repeat Rows 2-6. (279 sts) 
 
Section 8 
Row 43 (RS): k3, yo, k6 
*yo, k2tog* 21x 
work section between { and } from Row 25 
k20 
*ssk, yo* 21x 
k6, yo, k3. (287 sts) 
 
Rows 44-48: Repeat Rows 2-6. (297 sts)  
 
If you are knitting the standard size of the shawl, continue with the section 
“Picot Bind Off”. If you would like to make the shawl larger, continue with 
the section “Keep on Knitting…”. 
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Keep on Knitting… 
Repeat Section 8 two (four, six, eight, ten, …) more times until you like 
the size of your project.  
In each repeat of Row 43 you can modify it in the following way:  

- Repeat the *yo, k2tog* and the *ssk, yo* one more time than in the 
previous repeat (22x, 23x, 24x, 25x, …). 

- The amount of knit stitches between the central sunrays and the *ssk, 
yo* is increased by four in each repeat (k24, k28, k32, k36, …) 

When you reached your desired size, continue with the Picot Bind Off. 
 
Picot Bind Off 
For the picot bind off edge you need a stitch number that is a multiple of 4 
st plus one stitch. For example 296 st plus 1 st = 297 st. 
I recommend using the cable cast on.  
Here you can find a video tutorial to knit this edge: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BV6gHUm0hYM  
 
Picot Bind Off Row: *CO 4 st, BO 8st, pass st from right to left needle*, 
repeat across row. When you reach your last stitch, finish with a last picot at 
the corner: pass st to left needle, CO 4st, BO 4st.  
Alternative for finer yarns than fingering: You can (CO 6st, BO 10st) across the 
row and finish with a (CO 6st, BO 6st) at the corner. 
 
Break yarn, pull it through the loop and weave in the ends. 
 
Blocking 
I recommend wet blocking the shawl. 
Pull it in shape opening the eyelets and take care that you arrange the central 
sunrays symmetrically. Pull out each picot and fix each one with a needle. 
Let it completely dry before you remove the needles. 
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The contents of this pattern belong to Anna Véron (dunkelgrün). It is 

forbidden to copy or spread this pdf-document and parts of its text or 
pictures in print or online. Instead you can link to the ravelry download page. 

This pattern is free of charge and may not be sold. 
 

 The finished knitted item belongs to the knitter and you decide if you would 
like to sell it. J If you sell it, please mention in the label that it is a design by 

Anna Véron (dunkelgrün). Thank you! 
	  

	  


