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Lacy Cables Knee Socks

Chart Lace Pattern

Even rows: Work stitches as they appear.

Pattern notes
Unstrechted the lace pattern does appear like simple cables which led 
to the pattern's name. 
These socks are worked toe-up because it makes adjusting size and 
calf shaping to personal preference much easier. And you can do it on 
the fy, too :-) Just try on your socks once in a while and decide where 
you have to alter things a bit. Make sure to take notes so you can work 
your second sock the same way. Why am I mentioning this?! Well, as a 
notoriously lazy person I speak from experience, obviously ;o)
This pattern is just a guideline and not a stitch-by-stitch written-out 
instruction. I will not tell you how to do your toe-up cast-on nor will I 
write out short-row shaping row by row. Please consult the all-
knowing internet or a good knitting reference book. They do better 
than me, I assure you.

Size
I did the socks in a European shoe size 42 (foot lenght 28 cm) and 
when worn they are about 43 to 44 cm high. They ft my calves 
snuggly and do not seem to have the tendency to slide down. The 
pattern is based on 64 stitches.
Materials
» Louet Gems Merino (100% Merino Wool, 185 yds/50 gram, machine washable and dryable); colour: 
French Blue; 4 skeins
» 1 set of 5 US #0/2.25 mm double-pointed needles
» tapestry needle

I used some Louet Merino yarn I was gifted with in an exchange. It is a 2-ply yarn that worked out best for 
me on 2.25 mm needles. You could probably substitute the Louet yarn with any regular sock yarn of your 
liking.

Gauge
stockinette stitch: ca. 28 stitches/10 cm
lace pattern: 1 repeat outstretched ca. 7.5 cm wide and 1.5 cm high

Suggestions for adjusting sizes
Size notwithstanding my feet seem to be on the 
slender side. If your feet and calfs are wider than 
mine you could adjust the pattern in a couple of 
different ways:

1. Use a regular brand of sock yarn (in my opinion 
nylon content does tend to give more stretch than 
pure wool) and 2.5 mm needles to get a looser 
fabric that has a bit more give.

2. To ft a shorter foot work less pattern repeats 
than given in this instruction.

3. To ft a wider foot add stitches to the underside 
of foot or work one or two additional purl stitches 
between pattern repeats.

4. For shorter legs work less pattern repeats before 
starting on the calf shaping.
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lace pattern detail

calf shaping detail
Chart symbols

Knit on RS, purl on WS
Purl on RS, knit on WS
Yarn over
K2tog on RS, p2tog on WS.
SSK on RS, p2tog-tbl on WS
make one

Toe
Work toe-up cast-on as you prefer. I used the short row method in 
stockinette stitch provisionally casting-on 32 stitches. After turning 
the toe with 8 decreases on each side I undid the provisional cast-
on and picked up the resulting stitches. Devide resulting 64 
stitches evenly on 4 dpns while making sure to align up- and 
downside of foot correctly. Needles #1 and #2 will be used for 
the lace pattern and needles #3 and #4 will hold the stitches for 
the underside of the foot.

As an alternative method you could also use a fgure-8 cast-on. 
Descriptions of both short-row and fgure-8 cast-ons appeared in 
Knitty's article "Tiptop Toes" that can be found online under http://
www.knitty.com/issuewinter02/FEATtiptoptoes.html

Foot
Work rows 1 to 6 of lace pattern twice over needles #1 and 2. 
Knit in plain stockinette stitch for needles #3 and 4 throughout 
foot section. Repeat rows 1-8 12 times.

Heel
Work any heel you like that works for a toe-up sock. In this sock the 
same method as for the toe was used - a simple short row heel.

Ankle
After turning the heel continue working lace pattern on needles #1 and 2 and stockinette stitch for needles #3 
and 4 for another 8 rows. If you have used more stitches on your foot sole make sure to decrease them evenly 
until the end of those 8 rows. Continue working lace pattern over all 4 needles from now on. Work rows 1 to 
8 9 times. For shorter legs reduce number of repeats accordingly.

Cuff
Work 5 rows in stockinette stitch followed by one 
eyelet row (*k2tog, yo, repeat from*). Work another 5 
rows of plain stockinette stitch. Do NOT cast-off.

Finishing
Sew down picot edging making sure to leave enough give 
for the sock to comfortably ft around the widest part of 
your calf. Weave in ends, pat yourself on shoulder and 
enjoy wearing your beautiful knee socks :-)

Calf
Work calf increases according to chart. The calf 
increases are worked between needles #3 und 4. 
After fnishing calf chart 78 stitches remain. Repeat 
rows 1 to 8 of lace pattern two more times. For the 
additional stitches at back of calf repeat the lace 
pattern as charted in the last rows of calf shaping, 
meaning the two lacy panel have switched sides here.

Note: Between the additional stitches of the calf 
shaping and the rest of the pattern lies only ONE purl 
stitch per side as opposed to TWO stitches between 
the regular lace panels. I included this purl stitch in 
the chart so you would have to make sure to start the 
regular lace pattern by omitting the frst purl stitch. If 
you are so inclined you could work two more 
increases and end up with the correct amount of 
stitches to have a proper repeat of 16 stitches.
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Chart for calf shaping Note: Not charted even rows are worked as they appear.

14 additional stitches remain (+64 sts = 78 stitches in total). 
For these 14 stitches work lace pattern by omitting the framing purl stiches.

Decrease section
Repeat rows 83-90 2 more times
making sure to substitute M2 
with P2 for the 3 repeats.

2nd increase section

1st increase section
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