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Obligatory Owl 
 

 
 

Materials Required 
 
Worsted weight yarn  
� Color A (for body) 80 yards 
� Color B (for top of head and wings) 80 yards 
� Color C (for beak) 1 yard 

Size 4 double pointed needles 
Darning needle 
Stuffing 
Two buttons  
 
 
Abbreviations 
 
CO    cast on 
dpn   double pointed needle 
K    knit 
P  purl 
st    stitch 
sts    stitches  
Kfb  knit in the front and the back of the next stitch 
M1  make one stitch (see special note below) 
K2tog   knit two stitches together 
SSK  slip two sts knit-wise, place them back onto left dpn, then K them together through the back loop 
pm  place a stitch marker  
sm  slip the stitch marker  
PU    pick up (create) a new stitch from existing work 
S1  slip one st (knit-wise on a knit row; purl-wise on a purl row) 
WT    wrap and turn (see special note below) 
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Special Notes  
 
� M1 = make one stitch:  Lift the right “leg” of the next stitch (the right side of the stitch directly 

below the next stitch on your left needle), place it on the left needle, then knit it as you would any 
other stitch. 
 

� WT = wrap and turn:  After knitting the specified number of stitches, bring yarn to the front of 
work, slip the next st on the left dpn to the right one, move yarn to the back of your work, and slip 
the stitch back to the left needle.  This “wraps” the stitch.  Turn your work and purl the number of 
stitches indicated.   Bring yarn to the back of work, slip the next st on the left dpn to the right one, 
move yarn to the front of your work, and slip the stitch back to the left needle.  This wraps the 
second stitch.  Turn your work and knit the number of stitches indicated. 

 

Work begins at neckline 

With color A, CO 36 sts onto 3 dpns and work the following rounds: 

1)   K all sts 
2)   (Kfb, K1) 4 times, Kfb, K18, (Kfb, K1) 4 times, Kfb    (46 sts) 
3-22)  K all sts 
23)   K4, K2tog, K to last 6 sts, SSK, K4 
24)   K all sts 
 
Repeat last two rounds 8 more times for a total of 18 sts decreased (28 sts remain).  Then work round 23 
(the decrease round) five more times without the plain knit rounds in between (18 sts remain).  Finally, 
work 3 rounds knitting all sts.  Cut yarn, thread through remaining live sts, pull tightly closed and secure. 
 
 
Head 
 
Stitches are now picked up in the original CO stitches to form the owl’s head, which can be made to face 
forward, or to the side.  Both heads are knit exactly the same; they just start at different places.   
 
For forward facing owls, begin just to the right of the first original CO st (center of the owl’s neck), and PU 
1 st in each of the CO sts.   For side facing owls, count six sts to the left of the first CO st, and start 
picking up stitches with the 7th stitch.  Both heads have 36 sts to begin with. 
 
Then work the following rounds: 
 
1)   K all sts 
2)   K7, M1, K3, M1, K16, M1, K3, M1, K7 
3)   K all sts 
4)   K8, M1, K3, M1, K18, M1, K3, M1, K8 
5-13)  K all sts 
14)   Cast off 11, K22, cast off 10, pull yarn through last st on needle 
 
Cut yarn, weave in loose end.  Place the remaining 22 live sts onto one dpn.  With color B and right side 
of work facing you, work the following rows back and forth: 
 
1)   K all sts 
2)   S1, P to end 
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3)   S1, SSK, K to last 2 sts, K2tog  
4)   S1, P to end 
5)   S1, SSK, K12, WT, P10, WT, K to last 2 sts , K2tog 
6)   S1, P to end 
7)   S1, SSK, K9, WT, P7, WT, K to last 2 sts, K2tog 
8)   S1, P to end 
9)   S1, SSK, K to last 2 sts, K2tog 
10)   S1, P to end 
 
Repeat last 2 rows until 4 sts remain, ending after a purl row.   Cast off all sts, weave in loose end. 
 
� Stuff your owl firmly, with enough stuffing to extend beyond the top of the head. (1)   
� Fold the top of the head over the cast off edge, and seam to the bottom of head as pictured. (2) 

 
 

            
(1)               (2) 
 
 
� Pinching seam together, take a few stitches up and down to create a slight lip. (3) 
� Now you’re ready to sew on the button eyes and embroider the beak. (4) 

 
 

            
(3)              (4) 
 
 
Darn small hole in center of neck. 
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Wings 
 
With color B, CO 15 sts onto 3 dpns and work the following rounds: 
 
1)   Kfb in each st    (30 sts) 
2-16)  K all sts 
17)   K10, SSK, K1, K2tog, K to end 
18)   K all sts 
19)   K9, SSK, K1, K2tog, K to end 
20)   K all sts 
 
Continue in this manner, decreasing by one the number of sts to knit at the beginning of each odd round, 
and knitting all stitches in the even rounds, until you have worked round 1 below.   
 
1)   K3, SSK, K1, K2tog, K to end 
2-4)   K all sts 
5)   K2, SSK, K1, K2tog, K to end 
6-8)   K all sts 
9)   K1, SSK, K1, K2tog, K to end 
10-12)  K all sts 
13)   SSK, K1, K2tog, K to end 
14-16)  K all sts 
17)   (K2tog) repeat to end 
18)   K all sts 
 
Cut yarn, secure end.  Flatten wing along decreased edge.  Embroider, if desired.  Seam to owl just 
below the neckline with the curved edge facing forward. 
 
 
Legs  
 
Make a 4 stitch i-cord about 1½ inches long.  Each claw is worked separately on each of the four stitches:  
P1, (yarn over, slip the first stitch over the yarn over) 2 times, then cut yarn and pull through final stitch).  
Reinforce each claw with the loose ends.  Kind of fiddly and time consuming, but effective.  Feel free to 
devise any claw you like. 
 
 
A note about stuffing 
 
Stuff your owl firmly and evenly throughout his whole body.  A dpn makes a great tool for moving the 
stuffing around once your owl is seamed up.  Be sure to accentuate his rounded breast and head 
shaping. 

 
 
 
 
   


