
Poncho with Leaves

This poncho is knit first from side to side, then a border is knit onto it. After that 
the yoke is picked up from the border and knit up towards the neck, and finally you 
get two neck alternatives to choose from: A knit-on border and a simple cowl neck.

Skill level: Medium to advanced. The first chart is VERY large and you will be 
asked to sew together the two ends of the poncho seamlessly. 

Needles used: US 10 ½ (7mm), US 10 (6mm) and US 8 (5mm) circular needles

Gauge: 14 st to 10 cm or 4 inches in stockinette st, but gauge is not terribly 
important. Always use a needle size that gives you a fabric you like, every knitter’s 
tension is unique.

Size: Will fit S/M/L or European women’s size 36 – 42 as written, depending on how 
tight or loose you like it, and can be knit to fit other sizes if you are a little 
adventurous: Work more or less repeats of chart 1, and work more or less repeats of 
both ribbing and decrease rows to fit the new circumference.
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Yarn used: Viking of Norway Eco Alpaca, 137 yds (125 m)/100g, 4 skeins. When 
substituting, use yarn with some weight and drape. You might even want to add 
beads to the fringe to weigh things down even more.

Also needed: scrap yarn of the same, or nearly the same thickness as project yarn in 
a smooth, non-felting material with good stitch definition. Stitch markers

Abbreviations:
st = stitch, sts = stitches, CO = cast on, BO = bind off, WS=wrong side, RS=right side., 
YO= yarn over, wyif = with yarn in front, tog=together, k=knit, p=purl, s=slip stitch, 
ssk=slip, slip, knit, psso=pass slipped sts over knit stitch, tbl=through back loop.

Poncho with Leaves - 2010



3

Begin poncho:

Using scrap yarn of the same thickness, or as close as you can get, as your project 
yarn, CO 51 sts and knit row 23 and 24 of chart 1.

Switch to project yarn and knit almost 7 repeats of chart 1, endning on row 23 
instead of 24.

Cut yarn with a long end, and by following the way your scrap yarn moves through 
the stitches of project row 1 and scrap yarn row 24, sew together the two ends of 
your poncho seamlessly. This seam then becomes project row 24 of the 7th repeat. 

Remove scrap yarn when done. (You will have to cut the scrap yarn to get it out.)

Soak in lukewarm water, roll in dry towel without agitating, pin out to your 
satisfaction on flat surface (not water bed) or stuff with pillow (see picture) and 
allow to dry completely before unpinning and knitting on. Pull out fringe, so the 
leaves are distinct.
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When project is dry and unpinned, change to needles US 10 (6mm) and with scrap 
yarn, CO  7 sts and knit like this:

Row 1: Sl 1 purlwise wyif, k1, p1, k1, p1, k2
Row 2: Sl 2 purlwise wyif, k1, p1, k1, sl 1 purlwise wyif, k1
Row 3: work as row 1
Row 4: work as row 2

Switch to project yarn and continue with chart 2. Begin with a RS row.
Knit together the last st of the RS row with a slipped stitch loop of the project body. 
This way, you will knit together body and border with one slipped stitch loop from 
chart 1 for every two rows of chart 2. 

Continue all the way round the poncho, and end with a RS row. Cut yarn with a 
long end and sew the two ends together seamlessly. Remove scrap yarn.

Cowl neck:

Using project yarn and needles US 10 (6mm), pick up stitches all way round the 
border like this: 
K1 in a slipped stitch loop (the back of the loop), p1 in the next slipped stitch loop, 
lift up chain beneath the same slipped stitch on the WS of the work and p1. This 
way you get one knit stitch for every two purl stitches. Make sure you end with two 
purl stitches. 

Join to knit in the round, and knit 14 rows like this: *k1, p2* repeat from * to * 
until end.

Change to needles US 8 (5mm) and continue in pattern k1, p2 rib for 10 rows, and 
then switch back to US 10 (6mm) needle. Continue in pattern until you run out of 
yarn, but keep just enough to BO in pattern. Model has 47 cowl neck rows in all, 
from knit-on border. Weave in ends and wear on cold days.

Credits: The massive chart 1 is a charted version of Great-grandmother’s egde, found in Barbara 

Walker’s 2. treasury. Charts are made with the font Stitchinknit Chunky.

Copyright 2010 Anne-Lise Maigaard

Available through LittleGreenDragon’s Ravelry shop Dragon’s Lair.

This pattern is for personal use only. All rights Reserved.
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Key of symbols
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