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As You Like It Scarf 
 
A sideways garter stitch scarf by Wendy D. Johnson 
 
This sideways garter stitch scarf has a simple lace edging that is worked as you knit the body. The sample is knit with 
fingering weight yarn, but you can knit this pattern with almost any yarn at any gauge. The pattern includes both specific 
instructions for the fingering weight version, and general instructions for all other versions. 
 
Fingering Weight Version 

Materials 
Approximately 400 yards fingering weight yarn, 1 stitch marker, US size 6 
(4mm) circular or straight needles (or size to attain gauge) Yarn used: one 
skein of Alisha Goes Around Tracks of Bison in the “Diadem” colorway 

Gauge 
Gauge is not important – you want a fabric that is not so loose that the 
garter stitch looks sloppy, but is loose enough so that the lace opens up 
nicely.  My sample was knit to a gauge of approximately 5.75 stitches/inch

Finished Measurements 
Length: 84” along top edge, unblocked and unstretched (the piece 
stretches out well beyond 90”) 
Width: 6.5”  

All Other Versions 

Materials 
Use any smooth yarn that will show the lace edging. Do not use anything too 
fluffy or bumpy, as that will obscure the pattern. The amount of yarn you will 
need will vary, depending on the weight of the yarn and the needle size used, 
and how long and wide you would like your finished scarf to be. You will 
probably want at least 300 – 400 yards for sportweight and dk weight yarn 
and 200 – 300 yards for worsted and bulky weight yarn. 

A needle a couple of sizes larger than recommended for your yarn to achieve 
a nice open lace edging and 1 stitch marker. 

Gauge 
The gauge will vary depending on your yarn and needle size.  

Finished Measurements 
This is up to you! Knit your scarf as wide and as long as you want. 
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Abbreviations:  Edge Pattern Edge Pattern in Words 

k – knit 
k2tog – knit 2 together 
kfb – knit in the front and back of a stitch to 
increase 
sm – slip marker 
ssk – slip one stitch as if to knit, then slip 
the next stitch as if to purl. Insert left 
needle into the front loops of the slipped 
stitches and knit them together from this 
position (through the back loops) 
st(s) – stitch(es) 
yo – yarnover 

 ç ç
d j 3

j j d j 1

 
Chart Key 

knit 
d k2tog 
j yo 
ç bind off 

 

Row 1: k1, yo, k2tog, (k1, yo,) twice, k1. 
Row 2: k8. 
Row 3: k1, yo, k2tog, k5. 
Row 4: bind off 2 stitches, k to marker (6 
stitches remain in edge pattern). 

 

Knitting Instructions 

General instructions for knitting according to weight of your yarn: 
Weigh your skein of yarn on a gram scale before you begin. (You can use a small kitchen scale or a digital pocket scale – 
both are widely available and can be purchased for under $20.00.) Work the increase section until the piece reaches 
your desired width. Weigh the skein again and make a note of how many grams it took the knit the increase section. 
Work the center section until just a few grams more than you used on the increase section remain. Then work the 
decrease section, which will use up the remaining yarn. 

Set-up: 
Cast on 8 stitches. Knit one row, placing a marker after 6 stitches, so that you have 2 stitches remaining after the marker.  

Increase section: 
Work the 4-row pattern repeat as follows: 

Pattern Repeat: 
Row 1: k to marker, sm, work Row 1 of Edge Pattern. 
Row 2: work Row 2 of Edge Pattern, sm, k to end. 
Row 3: k to marker, sm, work Row 3 of Edge Pattern. 
Row 4: work Row 4 of Edge Pattern, sm, kfb, k to end. 

Repeat these 4 rows, increasing 1 stitch by kfb in the first stitch after slipping the marker on every 4th edge pattern row 
until the piece has reached your desired width. Weigh your yarn, making a note of how many grams you used in the 
increase section. (For the fingering weight version, I worked a total of 22 edge pattern repeats in my increase section, 
and I had 24 stitches in the plain garter-stitch body section of the piece.) 

Center section: (You will not work any increases in this section.) Work the 4-row pattern repeat as follows: 
Pattern Repeat: 
Row 1: k to marker, sm, work Row 1 of Edge Pattern. 
Row 2: work Row 2 of Edge Pattern, sm, k to end. 
Row 3: k to marker, sm, work Row 3 of Edge Pattern. 
Row 4: work Row 4 of Edge Pattern, sm, k to end. 
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Repeat these 4 rows until section until just a few grams more yarn than you used on the increase section remain, ending 
after having worked a Row 4. (For the fingering weight version, I worked 102 repeats in the center section for a total of 
124 pattern repeats from the beginning of the scarf.) 
 
Decrease section: Work the 4-row pattern repeat as follows: 
Pattern Repeat: 
Row 1: k to marker, sm, work Row 1 of Edge Pattern. 
Row 2: work Row 2 of Edge Pattern, sm, k to end. 
Row 3: k to marker, sm, work Row 3 of Edge Pattern. 
Row 4: work Row 4 of Edge Pattern, sm, ssk, k to end. 

Work the repeat until you are back down to 8 stitches. Work 1 4-row pattern repeat without working a decrease, then 
bind off loosely knitwise. (For my sample, this was 22 pattern repeats with decreases and 1 pattern repeat without, so a 
total of 147 repeats for the entire scarf.) 

Finishing: 
Weave in all ends. Whether or not you block your piece is up to you.  You may carefully steam the edging, pulling out 
each point as you steam it, or if you prefer, you can stretch and block the whole piece.  

Ideas for Modifications 

There are many ways you can modify this pattern apart from using a different eight of yarn. For example, you can 
substitute a different lace edging for the one in the pattern, you can start with more stitches in the body section, or any 
other mod you can think of! 

 

© Wendy D. Johnson 2013 
All rights reserved. 
http://wendyknits.net 
This pattern is for your personal, non-commercial use only.  

 


