
 
 

 

 

 

 

This blanket is made up of 372 knitted diamonds, plus a few half 

diamonds. These are easily knitted in garter stitch and could be 

made with any solid colour yarn. Diamonds can be pieced together 

in various ways to make different designs. The two shapes used in 

this blanket are stars and boxes. Knitting the stars in a light colour 

makes them fade into the background while the brightly coloured 

boxes stand out. The three colours used for the boxes add to the 

three dimensional effect. By reversing the colours the stars would 

be the main focal point of the blanket. 

 

Facts and Figures 

 

I knitted my blanket with Sirdar Snuggly DK (165 m / 5og) and 

3.25 mm / US size 3 needles. This gave me a diamond that was 

about 8 cm tall and 5 cm wide (3" × 2"). The colours I chose were: 

 

 

 

Frankie’s Knitted Stuff 

Boxes and Stars 



Stars 

 

Stonewash  (240)  

 

Boxes 

 

 

    Cherry Pie  (437) 

    Inkblot Blue  (438) 

    Baby Grey  (427) 

 

 

 

Gold      (426)  I used eight balls of the Stonewash (400g)  

Kelly Green (198)   for the stars and the knitted border and one  

Denim     (326)  50g ball of each of the six box colours plus  

     an extra 20g of the red for the I cord edging. 

 

The finished blanket is about 104 cm / 41"². You could, of course, 

knit this blanket with different weights of yarn and make it any 

size you like. 

 

Knitting the Diamonds 

 

Cast on one stitch and knit into the front and back of it (2 sts). 

 

Row 1:   Kf&b, K1 (3 sts). 

Row 2:   Kf&b, K2 (4 sts). 

 

Rows 3 & 4:  Knit. 

Rows 5 & 6:  Kf&b, K to end. 

 

Repeat Rows 3-6 three more times. You should now have 12 

stitches on your needle. 

 



Row 19:   Knit. 

 

Rows 20 & 21:  K to last 2 sts, K2tog. 

Rows 22 & 23:  Knit. 

 

Repeat rows 20 - 23 twice more, until you are back to six stitches. 

 

Row 32:   K4, K2tog (5 sts). 

Row 33:   K3, K2tog (4 sts). 

Row 34:   K2, K2tog (3 sts). 

Row 35:   K1, K2tog (2 sts). 

 

Knit the last two stitches together and fasten off, leaving a long tail 

for joining the diamonds (see below for how long the tail needs to 

be for the different shapes). Darn in the cast on end. 

 

Boxes 

 

Each box is made up of three diamonds, one in each colour.  

 

Colour 1:  Darn in both yarn ends. 

 

Colour 2:  Leave a tail long enough to  

             sew one side of a diamond. 

 

    Colour 3:  Leave a tail long enough to  

     sew two sides of a diamond. 

 

 

Sew the first two diamonds together and then add the third across 

the top. Use a flat seam, working into the bumps at the end of the 

garter stitch ridges. 
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Stars 

 

The stars are made up of six diamonds. You will need to leave long 

tails of yarn when finishing each diamond as these will be used to 

assemble the blanket, as well as to make the stars. Leave enough to 

sew three sides of a diamond, about 20 cm or so. 

 

 

Sew the six diamonds together, 

beginning at the centre of the star and 

leaving the tails at the outside edge. 

 

 

 

 

Putting it all together 

 

I suggest that you join the boxes to the stars as you go; seeing it all 

come together encourages you to keep knitting all those diamonds. 

 

Begin by surrounding one star with six boxes. Alternate the two 

boxes and make sure that they are all the same way up. It doesn’t 

matter which colour is at the top of the box as long as it is always 

the same colour.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Use the yarn tails from the star to join the boxes one by one, 

working up to the point of the star and down the other side with 

each tail in turn. 



Now add the next star, joining its middle point between the two 

boxes at the side of the first star. Then surround it with four more 

boxes. Continue like this until you have five stars in a row, 

surrounded by boxes. You can see that the boxes are in rows, 

alternating between the two colourways. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you spot where I made a mistake? That last blue, yellow and 

green box on the right is the wrong way up; I only noticed it when 

I was adding the next row of stars. 

 

So, on to the next row. This time you will need four complete stars 

and two with only five diamonds. These go at the ends of the row. 

Then add two more rows of boxes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you can see, I’ve turned that box the right way round now. 

Carry on adding rows like this until you have five rows of stars all 

together. 



Filling in the gaps 

 

You will now have a blanket that is roughly square but with 

uneven edges. These will be filled with half stars and half 

diamonds. 

 

Across the top and bottom of the blanket (the sides with the biggest 

gaps) you will need to make half stars, four for each side. These 

are made up of two normal diamonds and two long triangles. 

 

Long Triangle 

 

Cast on one stitch and knit into the front and back of it (2 sts). 

 

Row 1:  Knit. 

Row 2:  Kf&b, K1 (3 sts). 

 

Rows 3 – 5: Knit. 

Row 6:  Kf&b, K to end. 

 

Repeat Rows 3 – 6 three more times. You should now have seven 

stitches on your needle. 

 

Rows 19 & 20: Knit. 

 

Row 21:  K to last 2 sts, K2tog. 

Rows 22 – 24: Knit. 



Repeat Rows 21 – 24 twice more, until you have four stitches left. 

 

Row 33:  K2, K2tog (3 sts). 

Row 34:  Knit. 

Row 35:  K1, K2tog (2 sts). 

Row 36:  Knit. 

 

Knit the last two stitches together and fasten off. 

 

You will also need five short triangles for each side plus one for 

each corner. The corners are ‘cut off’ on this blanket. 

 

Short Triangles 

 

These are made in the same way as the whole diamonds until you 

have twelve stitches on your needle. Cast off and use the tail to 

sew the triangle to the blanket. 

 

Once you have filled all the 

gaps, the edges of your 

blanket should look 

something like this. Don’t 

worry about it being uneven 

and bumpy, blocking will sort 

that out later. 

 

 

The Border 
 

This is knitted with the same colour used for the stars and with 

3.75 mm / US size 5 needles. It is a 12 stitch wide strip of garter 

stitch, knitted on to the blanket and shaped at the corners with 

short rows. Anyone who has knitted one of my ten stitch patterns 

will be familiar with the technique. 

 



Using the long tail method, cast on 11 stitches and then pick up 

and knit one stitch from anywhere along the side of the blanket. 

Pick up a stitch by knitting into the bump at the end of one of the 

garter stitch ridges. You now have 12 stitches on your needle; turn 

the work and then slip the first stitch purlwise, keeping the yarn in 

front, then knit the other 11 stitches. 

 

From now on all the joining ridges are worked like this: 

 

Sl 1 kwise, K10, sl 1 kwise, yf, pick up and K1,  

pass the slipped and yf sts over and turn, 

sl 1 pwise wyif, K11. 

 

That extra yarn forward stitch at the end of the first row keeps the 

chain join upright and stops bits of the other colours showing 

through. 

 

You will need to work ten joining ridges into every knitted piece 

along the side (the side of a box or one section of a star), giving 

you 150 ridges all together. For each of the top and bottom edges 

there are eight knitted pieces, each consisting of half a star. Either 

work 19 joining ridges into each of these, giving you 152 ridges or, 

if you’re feeling fussy, work 18 into the sections at each end to 

make the top and bottom edges match the sides exactly. 

 

The Corners 

 

There are two corner points at each of the blanket’s corners, with a 

short straight section in between them. The border is turned at 

these points with short rows or ridges (a ridge in garter stitch is 

two knitted rows). Knit the specified number of stitches then wrap 

the following stitch, turn the work and knit back. This wrapping 

and turning will be abbreviated as w&t in the pattern and is 

worked like this: 

 



Bring the yarn forward, slip the next stitch purlwise, take the 

yarn back again, replace the slipped stitch on the left hand 

needle, bring the yarn forward again and turn the work.  
 

So, at the first corner point, work a normal joining ridge into the 

point and then continue as follows: 

 

Ridge 1:  K10, w&t, K10. 

Ridge 2:  K8, w&t, K8. 

Ridge 3:  K6, w&t, K6. 

Ridge 4:  K4, w&t, K4. 

Ridge 5:  K2, w&t, K2. 

Ridge 6:  K4, w&t, K4. 

Ridge 7:  K6, w&t, K6. 

Ridge 8:  K8, w&t, K8. 

Ridge 9:  K10, w&t, K10. 

 

Work another normal joining ridge into the same corner point and 

then continue working 30 joining ridges along the straight section 

to the next corner point. This should be shaped in the same way as 

the first. 

 

The Edging 

 

The finishing touch is a coloured edging, worked in I cord. This 

uses about 20g of one of the box colours and, if you are using the 

same yarn as me, you will need an extra ball of this colour. I 

knitted my edging with 3.25 mm double pointed needles.  

 

Using the long tail method cast on three stitches. I cord is worked 

by knitting every row but, instead of turning the work at the end of 

the row, yarn is pulled round from behind the stitches back to the 

start of the row. Attached rows are worked by slipping the last of 

the three stitches, picking up and knitting a stitch from the body of 

the work and passing the slipped stitch over this picked up stitch. 



Work all round the blanket, knitting two attached rows of I cord 

followed by one unattached row all round. Each attached row 

should be joined to the end of the next ridge on the border, so there 

will actually be three rows of I cord for every two ridges of the 

border. This edging is flexible enough to carry round the corners 

without further shaping. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And that is that. All that remains is to block the blanket to even it 

out; it will look a lot better for this. 

Should you be tempted to try other patterns with knitted diamonds, 

you could put one diamond between each pair of the points of a 

star to make hexagons or just use the boxes to make a tumbling 

blocks blanket. 
 

Abbreviations 

 

st / sts  stitch / stitches 

K  knit 

kf&b  knit into the front and back of the stitch 

K2tog  knit two stitches together 

sl 1  slip one stitch 

kwise  knitwise 

pwise  purlwise 

yf  yarn forward, as if to purl 

wyif  with yarn in front 

w&t  wrap and turn (explained in pattern) 

 

© Frankie Brown, 2014. 
My patterns are for personal use only and should not be used to knit items for sale.  

Please do not use them for teaching purposes without my permission. 


