
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

By varying the size of the needles 

and yarn used, this simple tea cosy 

can be knitted to fit two sizes of 

teapot. Use double knitting for a 

three cup (one pint) teapot and aran 

for a six cup (two pint) pot. 

 

 

 

Materials 

 

Either 30g double knitting    or 40g aran 

Either 3.75mm / US size 5 needles   or  4.5mm / US size 7  

 

Method 

 

Make two identical pieces, one for each side. 

 

Using the long tail method for flexibility, cast on 31 sts. 

Work two rows in mistake rib as follows: 

Every row: P2, K2 to last 3 sts, P2, K1. 

Increase in the first stitch of the next 4 rows, taking the new 

stitches into the pattern as set. You should now have 35sts and the 

mistake rib will have settled down to a normal:  

K2, P2 to last 3 sts, K2, P1. 

Work 30 more rows in this pattern. 

 

Frankie’s Knitted Stuff 

Mistake Rib Tea Cosy  



To shape the top a certain amount of blind following is required. 

 

Row 1: (K2, P2, K1, P2tog, P1) 4 times, K2, P1. (31sts). 

Row 2: (K2, P2, K1, P2) 4 times, K2, P1. 

Row 3: (K2, P2, K1, P2tog) 4 times, K2, P1. (27sts). 

Row 4: (K2, P1, K1, P2) 4 times, K2, P1. 

Row 5: (K2, P2, K2tog) 4 times, K2, P1. (23 sts). 

Row 6: (K2, P3) 4 times, K2, P1. 

Row 7: K2 (P2, K2tog, K1) 4 times, P1. (19sts). 

Row 8: K2, P2 to last 3 sts, K2, P1. 

Row 9: (K2, P2tog) 4 times, K2, P1. (15sts). 

Row 10: K2, P1 across row. 

Row 11: K1, P2tog across row. (10sts). 

Row 12: K1, P1 across row. 

 

Cast off loosely in rib. 

 

Note:  For a tea cosy that leaves the lid uncovered cast off 

after Row 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sew the two pieces together, leaving holes for the spout and 

handle. 



It’s probably easier to try the cosy on the pot as you do this but, if 

you don’t happen to have your teapot to hand, try the following 

measurements which are the ones I used for the teapots in the 

pictures. 

 

For the smaller size: Sew up 2.5cm / 1" below the handle and 

5cm / 2" above it. 

Sew up 2cm / ¾" below the spout and 

6cm / 2½" above it. 

 

For the bigger size: Sew up 3cm / 1¼" below the handle and 

    6cm / 2½" above it. 

    Sew up 2.5cm / 1" below the spout and 

    10cm / 4" above it. 

 

 

 
Abbreviations 

 

K  knit 

P  purl 

st  stitch 

sts  stitches 

K2tog  knit 2 together 

P2tog  purl 2 together 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© Frankie Brown, 2008. 
 My patterns are for personal use only and should not be used to knit items for sale. 


