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Need for Speed  

 by Stitchnerd Designs 
 

 

stitchnerd:  Countess Ablaze Roving on 9mm (US 13) 

You'll need: 

A needle size that produces the given gauge  

(probably 9mm - US 13) - straight or circular.  

 

Yarn: super bulky (approx. 70m/77 yds per 100g - 

check the yardage as the term "super bulky" can be 

used to cover a wide range of weights).  

If your yarn has less yardage you'll need to cast on 
fewer stitches.  

Yardage needed:  

Tall single -  approx. 130m (145 yds)  

Single with a twist - approx. 200m (220 yds) 

Double loop - approx. 250m (275 yds)  

Finished size: approx. 27cm/10" deep  (the length will 

vary according to your yardage or taste).  

Click on yarn or projects tabs on the Need for Speed   
pattern page on ravelry for more yarn ideas.  

 

Gauge per 10cm/4" : approx. 10 stitches and 16 rows 

Swatching: 

As this is so few stitches, it's not really 

necessary to swatch. You can  just start, but 

be sure to check your gauge  after you have 

done several rows.  

If you knit tighter than the given gauge you 

may not have enough yarn to make the length 

you want. 

If you measure the length after you've used 

10% of your yarn,  you can multiply by 10 to 

determine the  length you'll be able to 

achieve. 

If the width is not to your liking you can 

adjust the number of stitches; use any odd 

number.   

 

 

The green tape is measuring the width.  

The silver ruler is measuring the length. 

 

http://www.ravelry.com/yarns/library/jillybean-knot-another-granny-yarn
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2 Speed  

Making the cowl 

Cast on 27 sts (or other odd 
number if you are adjusting) 

using either of the following 

methods: 

Provisional -  you will 

graft/kitchener together the 2 

ends or use 3-needle bind-off. 

or 

Regular  (long tail or cable) - 

you will join the two ends 

together and have a seam. Or 

you can do what I call "half-

kitchener" and graft the live 

stitches to the cast-on edge.  

Edge - if you knit the first stitch through the back loop, 

you'll get the neat braided edge you see in the top example.   

The bottom example shows the edge you get if you knit into 

the front of the first stitch.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Twisted variation: 

 

 

For this one, I cast on  

35 stitches and then twisted the 

strip of knitting 180° before binding 

off using 3-needle bind-off. (see 

next page for positioning photos)  

 

12" x 36" ( 30 x 90 cm)  

 

It gives nice drape and a chunky feel 

without the bulk of a double-loop.  

 

 
La Drogerie Baby Douceur on 9mm 

All rows are worked the same way: 

k1 through the back loop, then [p1, k1] to the last 2 stitches; p1, then  

slip the last stitch purlwise with the yarn in front. 

Work until you have just enough yarn left to finish in your chosen way (see above).  

You can baste/tack the ends together and try it on to check before finishing 

 (see next page).  
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3 Speed  

 

Positioning for joining (by grafting, sewing or 3-needle bind-off) 

Note - the cowl shown in the photo has alternating bands of moss stitch and stockinette.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joining without a twist 

 

 
 

 

 

 

To join with a twist - turn one end of the 

strip 180° before joining with your chosen 

method.  

 
 

 

 

 

Checking the size - It's a good idea to try on 

the strip to check the length and also to check 

if you like it with a twist.  

 

You can baste the two ends together  with 

running stitches and yarn, or I usually just use 

a smallish circular and pull the cable through 

as if it were thread.  

 
 


