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NO-FUSS SHADE-LOVING SHAWL 

By Susan Ashcroft 
 

 

This is very easy, but effective – my 

favourite type of knit. It should be 

suitable for a patient novice, but also 

relaxing for a more advanced knitter.  

 

Choose yarn with long runs of shading 

and let the yarn do the work for you !  

The pattern also works well with 

handpainted, or even textured yarn.  

 

 

Notes, tips and abbreviations are 

given on page 2. A photo gallery can be 

found on the last page - all photos are 

credited to knitters’ ravelry names.  

 

 

For the actual pattern, you only 

need to print pages 3-4.  

  

 

 
kaaatija 

 
Stampingjoan 

 

Yarn and needles:  

 

You can use almost any yarn for 

this pattern because you start with 5 

stitches and then increase to the 

desired size.  Some are listed below; 

others used for the test knits can be 

found by clicking on the yarn ideas 

tab on the pattern page on ravelry.  

 

It’s best to use a circular needle so 

you have room for all of the stitches, 

but you don’t knit in the round. Use a 

needle size which gives even gauge in 

stockinette stitch - or one size bigger 

if you want a looser knit. 

 

Lang Tosca Light - approx. 100g with 

5mm needles.  

 

Schachenmayr nomotta Batiko - 

approx. 200g with 9mm needles. 
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P 
Notes and tips:  

Gauge: For this pattern, use a needle size which gives even gauge in stockinette stitch (or 

one size bigger if you want a looser knit). You can decide on the shawl size as you go or let 

the amount of yarn you have decide for you.  

 

Stitch markers: You need to keep track of the middle stitch – I just look for it, but you 

may prefer to use stitch markers – place one either side of the stitch so you can locate it 

on ws and rs rows - or use a hook-type marker in the centre stitch.  

Quick fix: If you find your stitch count is out when you get to the last yo and you don’t 

feel like unpicking , you can count the stitches on either side of the centre stitch and then 

work an extra decrease or increase before the yo to even up the sides. This way you won’t 

have to unpick and it probably won’t be noticeable. 

Blocking:  Depending on the yarn you choose, you may not even need to block.  

 
 

Joining the yarn: To keep a smooth edge, 

I find it best to join the yarn between 

the yo’s and the main section, and then 

weave in the ends.  Or you can splice.  

 

 

 

Abbreviations:  

 
ws  wrong side 

rs  right side 

 

k  knit  

p  purl 

 

yo  yarn over needle 

k2tog  knit 2 together (knitwise)  

 

Seed stitch (or moss stitch) = k1, p1 

 

 

 

sewknitful 

 

xstmj



© Susan Ashcroft - for personal, non-commercial use only.   Page 3 
 

Working the shawl 

Cast on 5 stitches (I used cable cast on) and work the first 10 rows as follows (placing 

markers either side of the centre stitch, if you are using them).  

 

Row 1: k2, yo, k1 (centre stitch), yo, k2 (7 stitches). 

 

Row 2: k2, purl to last 2 stitches, k2. 

 

Row 3: k2, yo, k1, yo, k1 (centre stitch), yo, k1, yo, k2 (11 stitches). 

 

Row 4: same as Row 2. 

 

Row 5: k2, yo, k3, yo, k1 (centre stitch), yo, k3, yo, k2 (15 stitches). 

 

Row 6: same as Row 2.  

 

Row 7: k2, yo, k5, yo, k1 (centre stitch), yo, k5, yo, k2 (19 stitches). 

 

Row 8: k9, p1, k9.  

 

Row 9: k2, yo, k1, yo, (k2tog, yo) 3 times, k1 (centre stitch), (yo, k2tog) 3 times, yo, k1, yo, 

k2 (23 stitches).  

 

Row 10: k11, p1, k11.  

 

Now repeat the 10-row pattern as follows (increasing 4 stitches on every odd row, so 

that you always have an odd number of stitches): 

 

I find it easiest to count the 7 rows of stockinette on the wrong side, then work 
rows 8, 9 and 10 and repeat again. I also find I have to concentrate at the beginning 
of row 10 to remember to work it correctly (and not as rows 2, 4 and 6).  
 
Rows 1, 3, 5, 7: k2, yo, knit to centre stitch then yo, knit centre stitch, yo, knit to last 2 

stitches, yo, k2.  

 

Rows 2, 4, 6: k2, purl to last 2 stitches, k2. 

 

Rows 8 and 10: knit all stitches except for the centre stitch which you purl.  

 

Row 9: k2, yo, k1, (yo, k2tog) to centre stitch, then  yo, k1 (centre stitch), yo, (k2tog, yo) 

to last three stitches, k1, yo, k2.  
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Work to your desired length, colour scheme or yarn amount – ensuring you have 

enough yarn left for 6-8 rows of moss/seed stitch and ideally finishing after a  

Row 7. Instead of working the eyelet rows, work the border as follows:  

 

WS – k2, (p1, k1 = seed stitch) to center stitch which you purl, then work the other side 

in reverse of first half. So if your last stitch before the centre stitch was k, then start 

with k, if it was p, then p) , continue in seed stitch to last 2 stitches, k2. 

 

For all the remaining rows, make sure you keep the seed stitch pattern alternating 

with the row below and working the new stitches created by yo’s into the seed stitch 

pattern by looking ahead to the next stitches and then working them accordingly. 

 

RS – k2, yo, seed stitch to centre stitch, yo, k1, yo, seed stitch to last 2 stitches, yo, k2.   

 

Repeat these two rows for as many rows as you like or until you have just enough 

yarn left for the cast-off row. Then cast off in seed stitch (no yo’s in this row). I 

worked the cast off on the ws. Weave in any ends.  

 

 

  
nonaofsav 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions or 

comments, please do not hesitate to 

contact me on ravelry or via my blog 

– stitchnerd.blogspot.com.  

 

Your feedback is greatly 

appreciated.  

 

Please don’t forget to link to the 

pattern on ravelry!  
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darkmoon 

 

camilliaknits 

 

JJ1216 

 

love2read 

 

 

googoo 

 

texgal 

 

chileblanco 

  debsf 

 Lillkitten 

 

knittycroc 

 

SheKnitsToo 

 

andanteknitter 

 

christinacoghill 

 

anachrotech 

 


