
 
 

 

 

 

This plain shawl with its overall eyelet 

design was inspired by a pattern in the 

sixteenth series of ‘Weldon’s Practical 

Knitter’, published in 1891. 

 

I have simplified the pattern by leaving 

out the border and working the eyelets 

every other row rather than spacing 

them out as they were in the original. 

The result is an easy, repetitive knit 

which can be worked with any yarn and 

needles to make shawls of any size. 

 

  

Tension is not really important for this pattern; just choose the 

needles that give you the look you want with your chosen yarn. As 

the shawl is started at the point of the triangle, it is easy to 

experiment with different needles by working the first few rows 

until you are happy with the effect. 

 

Cast on one stitch and knit into the front and back of it (2 sts). 

 

Next row:  Kf&b, K to end. 

 

Repeat this row until you have nine stitches on your needle. 

Now you can start working the eyelet pattern. 

 

 

 

Frankie’s Knitted Stuff 

Syrian Shawl 



Row 1: K2, K2tog, yf, K1, yf, SSK, K2. 

Row 2: Kf&b, K to last 2 sts, kf&b, K1. 

Row 3: K2, K2tog, yf, K3, yf, SSK, K2. 

Row 4: Kf&b, K to last 2 sts, kf&b, K1. 

Row 5: K2, K2tog, yf, K5, yf, SSK, K2. 

Row 6: Kf&b, K to last 2 sts, kf&b, K2. 

 

That’s the first line of eyelets started. The eyelets are worked on 

the odd numbered rows and the increase stitches on the even rows, 

all of which are the same. As the shawl gets wider, new lines of 

eyelets are added every six rows.  

 

Row 7: K2, (K2tog, yf, K1) twice, (yf, SSK, K1) twice, K1. 

Row 8: Kf&b, K to last 2 sts, kf&b, K1. 

Row 9: K2, (K2tog, yf, K1) twice, K2, (yf, SSK, K1) twice, K1. 

Row 10: Kf&b, K to last 2 sts, kf&b, K1. 

Row 11: K2, (K2tog, yf, K1) twice, K4, (yf, SSK, K1) twice, K1. 

Row 12: Kf&b, K to last 2 sts, kf&b, K1. 

 

For the third pattern repeat, the eyelets are worked three times on 

each side of the centre. 

 

Row 13: K2, (K2tog, yf, K1) three times,  

(yf, SSK, K1) three times, K1. 

Row14: Kf&b, K to last 2 sts, kf&b, K1. 

Row 15: K2, (K2tog, yf, K1) three times, K2,  

(yf, SSK, K1) three times, K1. 

Row 16: Kf&b, K to last 2 sts, kf&b, K1. 

Row 17: K2, (K2tog, yf, K1) three times, K4,  

(yf, SSK, K1) three times, K1. 

Row 18: Kf&b, K to last 2 sts, kf&b, K1. 

 

Continue like this for the rest of the shawl, working one more 

eyelet on each side of the centre for every six row pattern repeat. 

Your number of stitches will increase by six with every repeat.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is simple, therapeutic knitting. The eyelet rows stop it getting 

too boring while the knit rows let you relax. As the shawl gets 

wider you might like to place a stitch marker at the start of the 

central section to remind your fingers that you have got there. Or 

you might like to live dangerously as I did, in which case you get 

to practise correcting mistakes in lace knitting. 

 

Carry on knitting until a) your shawl is big enough, b) you are 

starting to run out of yarn or c) you are fed up with working rows 

with hundreds of stitches ... or indeed all of these. 

 

To finish the shawl, work the following four rows: 

 

Row 1: Knit. 

Row 2: Kf&b, K to last 2 sts, kf&b, K1. 

Row 3: Knit. 

Row 4: Kf&b, K to last 2 sts, kf&b, K1. 

 

Cast off loosely, using a bigger needle. 

 

When you come to block your 

shawl you will find that it is 

not a perfect triangle. The 

centre of the top curves 

upwards; when folded over 

this will give a snug ‘collar’ 

to your shawl. 



A few facts and figures 

 

I knitted two shawls, both with 36 repeats of the six row eyelet 

pattern. This meant I ended up with 225 stitches (229 after the final 

four rows). By using different weights of yarn I ended up with two 

very different shawls. 

 

The first one was knitted with 150g 

of 21
st
 Century Yarn’s 4 ply yarn 

(400 m / 100g, shade ‘Adriatic’), 

using 4 mm / US size 6 needles.  

 

The finished shawl measures about 

130 cm / 51" wide and 56 cm / 22" 

deep. It is a light shoulder shawl and 

the eyelets are fairly small. 

 

 

 

For the second shawl I used 250g of Rowan pure wool DK (125 m 

/ 50g, shade 36) and 5.5 mm / US size 9 

needles. The tension was looser this time 

so the eyelets are bigger and of course the 

thicker yarn and needles made a much 

bigger shawl. It is 168 cm / 66" wide and 

90 cm / 35" deep – a lovely warm shawl 

which drapes well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



You could make many types of shawl with this pattern just by 

changing the yarn used. Remember that the amount of yarn you 

need will depend not only on how big a shawl you want but also on 

the weight of your yarn. You will need surprisingly little of a 

laceweight yarn but more than you could think possible if using an 

aran or chunky weight. 

 
Abbreviations 

 

st / sts   stitch / stitches 

kf&b   knit into the front and back of the stitch 

yf   yarn forward, as if to purl 

K2tog   knit two stitches together 

SSK   slip, slip, knit (see below) 

 

slip, slip, knit  

 

Slip two stitches knitwise (or knitwise followed by purlwise) one at a time, 

insert tip of left needle into stitches from above, put yarn round right needle 

and knit both stitches together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© Frankie Brown, 2014. 
My patterns are for personal use only and should not be used to knit items for sale.  

Please do not use them for teaching purposes without my permission. 

Sheep and Shawl 


