
MAGIC NUMBER BLANKET
by Helen Cosgrove-Davies

I’ve always loved fairy tales, folk 
tales, and traditional stories from 
around the world. In many of these 
stories the number three plays a 
big role — the third son goes off 
to be heroic, it is the third prince 
who wins the hand of the princess, 
the third daughter is the one who 
produces diamonds and roses 
when she speaks. When my cousin 
announced she was having her third 
baby I decided to knit the blanket in 
a Yowza Mini Trio, and couldn’t resist 
calling it the Magic Number Blanket.

The pattern is written so that you can 
weigh your skeins, do a tiny bit of 
math, and use as much of the yarn as 
possible. If you prefer to avoid math 
you can use the numbers provided. 
So long as your gauge matches 
mine you should be able to knit the 
blanket out of your own set of three 
magical skeins!
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Blanket
With Color A, cast on 3 stitches.

Row 1: K1, kfb, k1. [1 stitch increased]. 4 stitches.

Row 2: K1, (kfb) twice, k1. [2 stitches increased]. 6 
stitches.

Row 3: K2, (kfb) twice, k2. [2 stitches increased]. 8 
stitches.

Row 4: K3, kfb, knit to end. [1 stitch increased]. 9 stitches.

Repeat Row 4 until you have 120 stitches (or until you 
have used 85% of the weight of your lightest skein.

Begin Striping: 
Stripe Row 1: With Color B, k3, kfb, knit to end. [1 stitch 
increased]. 121 stitches.

Stripe Row 2: With Color B, k3, kfb, knit to end. [1 stitch 
increased]. 122 stitches.

Stripe Row 3: With Color A, k3, kfb, knit to end. [1 stitch 
increased]. 123 stitches.

Stripe Row 4: With Color A, k3, kfb, knit to end. [1 stitch 
increased]. 124 stitches.

Repeat Stripe Rows 1-4 five times total. 140 stitches. 
Cut Color A. 

Continue with Color B until you have 160 stitches (or until 
you have used 50% of the weight of your lightest skein.)

Next Row: K3, ssk, knit to end. [1 stitch decreased]. 159 
stitches.

Repeat this row until you have 140 stitches (or until you 
have used 85% of the weight of your lightest skein.)

Begin Striping:  
Stripe Row 1: With Color C, k3, ssk, knit to end. [1 stitch 
decreased]. 139 stitches.

Stripe Row 2: With Color C, k3, ssk, knit to end. [1 stitch 
decreased]. 138 stitches.

Stripe Row 3: With Color B, k3, ssk, knit to end. [1 stitch 
decreased]. 137 stitches.

Stripe Row 4: With Color B, k3, ssk, knit to end. [1 stitch 
decreased]. 136 stitches.

Repeat Stripe Rows 1-4 five times total. 120 stitches. 
Cut Color B.

Continue with Color C until you have 8 stitches left.

Next Row: K2, k2tog, ssk, k2. [2 stitches decreased]. 6 
stitches.

Next Row: K1, k2tog, ssk, k1. [2 stitches decreased]. 4 
stitches. 

Next Row: K1, k2tog, k1. [1 stitch decreased]. 3 stitches.
Bind off remaining stitches.

Finishing
Weave in ends and block gently.

Notes
This blanket is knit corner to corner, first increasing and then decreasing.

Numbers are given for those who do not wish to weigh their yarn periodically while knitting. To knit the largest 
possible blanket with your three skeins weigh them and note down the weight of the lightest skein.

You will need to know 85% of the weight of the lightest skein, and 50% of the weight of the lightest skein.
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Abbreviations

k: Knit

kfb: Knit into the front and back of the stitch [1 stitch 
increased]

k2tog: Knit 2 stitches together [1 stitch decreased].

ssk: Slip two stitches, one at a time, as if to knit. 
Insert left hand needle into the front of these two 
stitches and knit them together from this position. [1 
stitch decreased]. 

Finished Measurements
22”/55cm square

Needles
• US Size 6 [4.0 mm] circular needle or size to obtain 

gauge

Gauge
21 stitches and 42 rows = 4“/10 cm in garter stitch. 

Gauge is not crucial for this project, but will affect 
yardage and finished size if different from above.

Notions
• Tapestry needle

Yarn
Miss Babs Yowza Mini Trio 
100% Superwash Merino wool; three 200 yd/2.8 oz (182 m/80 g) skeins
1 set

Shown in Fiddlehead (Color A), Tuscan Sun (Color B), and Nori (Color C).

Or approximately 200 yds (182 m) of each of three contrasting colors of DK weight yarn.


