
Debutant Hat
B Y  K A R E N  T E M P L E R

Debutant was inspired by a couple of  mid-century 
hat patterns I love but was explicitly designed as 
an introduction to cable knitting and chart reading. 
So it’s a great first pattern if  you’re new to either, 
and a quick, pleasant knit for anyone already versed 
in those skills. (If  you’re new to cables, I strongly 
suggest sticking with the recommended yarn in a 
light color, which will net reliable results.) Because 
it’s meant to get you comfortable with charts, it is 
charted only, and there is a chart tutorial on page 2.

MATERIALS  
• 1 skein Quince and Co. Osprey [100% American wool, 
170 yd / 155 m per 100 g skein], pictured in Kumlien’s 
Gull (grey) and Egret (undyed) w/optional pompom
• 9 stitch markers (1 contrasting)
• Tapestry needle for weaving in ends

NEEDLES
 • 16" circular needle in size to achieve gauge (suggested size US8 / 5 mm)
• Double-pointed needles in same size, or one size smaller if  preferred
• Cable needle (or short DPN)

GAUGE 
20 stitches x 26 rows = 4 in / 10 cm in Moss Stitch
NOTE: As Moss is an equal mix of  knits and purls, it’s fine to knit a flat swatch for 
this. CO 24 sts. Rows 1 and 2: k1, p1 to end. Rows 3 and 4: p1, k1 to end. Repeat 
these four rows until swatch exceeds 4" height. Soak and air dry flat before measuring.

SIZE AND MEASUREMENTS
• 18-19" circumference at brim (unstretched), 8" tall

Using 16" circular needle, CO 90 sts. Making sure sts are not 
twisted around needle, join in the round.
Work Row 1 of  the chart, placing a marker after each 10-st repeat 
and the contrasting marker at the end (BOR).  
Work the remaining rows of  the chart, slipping the markers as you 
come to them, and changing to double-points when needed. 
Break yarn and thread tail through remaining sts, cinch, and weave 
in ends on the inside of  the hat. 
Add a pompom if  desired.
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ABBREVIATIONS

CO  cast on 
k knit
p purl
st(s)  stitch(es) 
BOR  beginning of  round 
2/2 RC  right cable: slip 2 sts to cable needle and hold them in back 

of  the work; knit the next 2 sts from the left needle, then knit 
the 2 sts off the cable needle

2/2 LC  left cable: slip 2 sts to cable needle and hold them in front of  
the work; knit the next 2 sts from the left needle, then knit 
the 2 sts off the cable needle

k2tog  knit 2 sts together as one, 1 st decreased 

HOW TO KNIT FROM A CHART
A chart is a picture of  what knitted fabric looks like, with each box 
in the chart representing one stitch, and an effort for the symbols to 
simulate the stitches used. Typically a knit stitch is a blank square and 
a purl stitch is either a dot or a dash. In most cases, the chart will only 
show you the subset of  stitches that repeats in order to make up the 
whole of  the fabric. (For instance, if  it takes four rows to form a stitch 
pattern, the chart would only be those four rows, to be repeated.) 
Here, I’ve charted every row so you can see how these 53 rows of  
boxes add up to a hat.
 In this chart, you can see that the first 8 rows are p1, k1 
ribbing; rows 9 through 17 are Moss Stitch; then the cable pattern 
begins, ending with the decreases for the crown shaping.
 We only knit one row at a time, so that’s also how you read 
a chart: one row at a time. You may find it useful to place a post-it 
note or piece of  washi tape just below the row you’re working (or just 
above, if  that makes more sense to you), and move it up each time you 
finish a round. Because this hat is knitted in the round — where every 
round is worked from right to left, and from the Right Side of  the 
fabric — the chart is read the same way: each row reads from right to 
left, as indicated by the placement of  the numbers. (This is different 
when knitting flat.)
 This chart is 10 stitches wide, and you’ve cast on 90 stitches, 
so each row repeats 9 times to complete that round. For Row 1, knit 
the 10 sts then repeat them 8x to complete the round. Move to Row 2 
and do the same. Etc.
 Note that during crown shaping, where you are decreasing 
the stitch count, any stitch that is decreased out will be greyed out in 
the chart, as it no longer exists. Hence “no stitch.”

53
52
51
50
49
48
47
46
45
44
43
42
41
40
39
38
37
36
35
34
33
32
31
30
29
28
27
26
25
24
23
22
21
20
19
18
17
16
15
14
13
12
11
10
09
08
07
06
05
04
03
02
01

purl

knit

2/2 RC

2/2 LC

no stitch

k2tog


