
That mad skein shawl 

By Liz Ward 
 

This shawl is designed to be a fun fast knit and use that crazy skein of yarn you just couldn’t resist 

buying with a neutral to make a wearable shawl. Please note this is more or a recipe than a step by 

step pattern 

 

Yarns used 

Highlight 4ply/fingering 100g gradient sock blank by Truly hooked 

Soft grey 4ply/fingering semi solid by Liz’s hallway yarn co 

 

You can use any two skeins of 4ply/fingering weight yarn you like but this works best with a bright 

skein and a semi solid neutral. 

 

Needle size 4mm  



Notions 

9 stitch markers (for short rows placement) 

 

Finished size will depend on the yarn used.  

Sample finished size 180cm x 75cm 

 

Abbreviations 

K- knit 

Kfb – Knit front and back 

K2tog – knit the next two stitches together 

Sl – Slip stitch 

St – stitch 

 

Wrap and turn instructions – Yarn over, slip next stitch, Yarn back, slip stitch back to left hand 

needle, turn work. 

 

 

Shawl 
 

Set one weight the skeins of yarn. They should be around 100g but make a note if they are over or 

under. 

 

Start 
Start in neutral yarn 

Cast on 4sts 

Row 1-2: Sl fist st, K to end 

 

 

Pattern  
Change to bright colour and from now on change colour every two rows 

Row 1: Sl fist st, Kfb, K to end 

Row 2: Sl fist st, K to end 

 

Repeat pattern until you have 10g over half of your yarn left. 

So, if you started with 100g start short rows when you get to 60g 

 

Short rows part one 
Continue changing colour every two rows throughout 

 

Row 1: Sl fist st, Kfb, K to end 

The next row is the short row set up row. Place a stitch marker every 10sts until you have all 9 

markers in place 

Row 2: Sl fist st, K to end 

 

Row 1: Sl fist st, Kfb, K to last marker, remove marker, wrap and turn 

Row 2: K to end 

 



Repeat last two rows until you only have one stitch marker remaining in place. Repeat last two rows 

once more but keep the stitch marker in place this time. 

 

The centre colour should be the neutral yarn 

Next row – sl first st, K to end picking up and knit wraps together with their slip stitch. 

 

Next row – sl first st, K to end 

 

Short rows part two 
 

Row 1: Sl fist st, Kfb, K to first marker, remove marker, wrap and turn 

Row 2: K to end 

 

Row 3: Sl fist st, Kfb, K to 10st past last wrap, picking up and knit wraps together with their slip stitch 

as you go, wrap and turn 

Row 4: K to end 

 

Repeat last two rows 8 more times 

 
 

Decreases 
Continue stripe pattern throughout 

 

Row 3: K2tog, K to end 

Row 4: Sl fist st, K to end 

 



Repeat last two rows until you have 4 stitches left 

Cast off 

 

Block flat to shape 

 

 

 

www.lizwardcrochet.com 

 

use hashtag #thatmadskeinshawl to share your finished shawl on Instagram  
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